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branch of Sanskrit, was spoken in North India.
The Singhala language is akin to it. King De-
vapriya, a contemporary ofKingAsoka, built a
Bouddha Mutt at Anuradhapura. Raja Raja
Chola conquered north and east parts of Sri
Lanka and built Saiva temples there. During the
British regime hard-working Indians were settled
in Central Lanka to work in tea plantations.
Dear sir, when did Indians settle in Vietnam?
In Champa called Vietnam or Annam South
Indians settled there in the 2nd century A.D.
Annam had 3 provinces Amaravathi, Vijaya
and Panduranga. Several temples are found
there. The temples ofDong Duong are Buddhist
and those of Mecon and Ponnagar are Saivite.
King Bhadravarma built a Siva temple at
Meeson. The tempjie architecture is similar to
temples at Kanchi. King Indra Varma III who
ruled here in 910 A.D. was proficient in Sanskrit,
Vedanta and Sanskrit Kavya. Sanskrit was the
official language of the Kingdom.
Dear Sir, when did Indians go to Thailand?
Hindu culture and civilisation spread to Thai-
land from 2nd century onwards. Cities and
provinces got Indian names such as Gandhara,
Mithila, Kausambi. Idols of Siva, Vishnu and
Buddha are still worshipped there. The Kings
have Indian names like Rama. Sanskrit words
form fifty percent of their language. Hindu Vedas
and Dharma Sastras are still being learnt and
Hindu festivals are even now observed there. In
the month of-Margasirsha Thimvempavai and
Thirupavai are being recited here. Their laws are
based on Hindu Dharma Sastras.